exceed twenty minutes, not even fifteen, if possible.
He said that he could not always observe the rule for
his main purpose was to reach the hearts of the audience
that was physically before him. The radio came next.
He did not know whether there was any arrangement
whereby the radio could record longer speeches. He
was not in the habit of speaking without purpose or for
the sake of hearing his own voice.
VIOLENCE NOT JUSTIFIED
Gandhiji then turned to a written question which
had been sent to him by a member of the audience.
He had asked whether a person whose right was in
danger could not defend it violently. The speaker's
answer was that violence in reality defended no right
and no one. If every right flowed from duty well-performed,
then it was unassailable. Thus he had a right to Ms wage
only when he had fully performed the duty undertaken
by him. If he took the wage without doing his work, it
became theft. He could not associate himself with
continuous insistence on rights without reference to the
performance of duties on which the rights depended and
from which they flowed.
* PERSECUTION OF HARIJANS
Then the speaker came to the reported attack on
the Harijans' liberty in Rohtak and elsewhere by the
Jats. This was nothing new. Interference with the
liberty of the Harijans was in vogue during the British
regime too. What was, however, new was that the
persecution had become more pronounced instead of
dying out during their newly acquired freedom. Did
not the freedom belong to every one of India, no matter
to what strata of society he belonged ? Was the Harijan
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